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History of the House of St. Martin de Porres has its roots from compassion for children deprived 
of the most fundamental goods, without which no human can develop. In July 2005, a group 
of active parishioners, graduates of the Institute of St. Thomas Aquinas, under the leadership 

of the Dominicans from Fastiv, opened the DOM ŚW. MARCINA as a place where every needy child 
can find help. A small group of children 
found a shelter in a tiny house next to 
the monastery. Over time, the group of 
children grew larger, to children from  
the nearby areas added those who 
live in villages that surround Fastiv. 
This small house for many children 
has become a kind of island of rescue 
in the midst of restless and brutal life, 
where they could find again their lost 
childhood. From 2005 to 2008, four 
girls worked in our home: Luba, Ola, 
Arina and Katia - the base of our group, 
volunteers from Poland, Germany, 
Slovenia, Switzerland and Slovakia 
joined them. In total, about 120 people 

gave their hand to the case of St. Marcin, helping children and their needy families. Some people 
helped in repair works, others in classes with children, others conducted specialized meetings 
or trainings, and visited children at homes. In 2008 one accident took place which changed the 
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We combine our mission with the 
spirituality of St. Martin de Porres, 
who tried, in a word, advice and work 

be everything to everyone. He teaches us that 
regardless of social status, skin color, political 
situation, religious denomination and the like, 
which often divide people we should hear the 
command of Christ, «be merciful as Our Father 
is merciful» Lk 6:36. 

Our service is directed primarily to 
the weakest: sick children, disabled 
especially from neglected families or 

those in difficult living conditions, orphans, 
including social ones, as well as lonely and sick 
people in old age.

OUR MISSION
«WHENEVER YOU DID THIS FOR ONE OF THIS, THE LEAST OF MY 
BROTHERS, YOU DID IT FOR ME.» MT 25.40.



HOME HISTORY

character of our ministry and the mode of work 
of our House. During Christmas, our employees 
and Father Mykhailo Romaniv found a neglected 
sick woman with two children at the railway 
station. They  lived at the station for a long time 
without medical care. (As it turned out later, that 
person was pregnant and mentally ill and she 
could not give life for her baby, its died.) The sick 
mother was taken to the hospital, and the  two 
children remained under the care of the House 
of St. Martin. In three years, these children found 
foster families in Ukraine and the United States. 

Since then, some needy children live in our 
home until they find suitable living conditions 
for themselves. In the same year, we found a 
small settlement of Roma who camped around 
the municipal rubbish dump. In 2005 the winter 
was very strong, we had to bring warm food, 
medicines, take small children to our house to 
wash, treat them, feed them ...

We hosted around 30 children every day. 
Among the worries about general goods, we 
tried not to forget about the spiritual ones that 
are necessary for every child, so the children 
had religious classes as well as ordinary school 
classes, which they usually did not attend in 
their surroundings. 

The number of children in need increased 
constantly. Then there were people with a big 
heart, ready to meet the needs of the children of 
our home. H. Stepic CEE Charity, Kleine Herzen, 
Assamer Holding, with the help of Caritas-Spes 

Ukraine, built in 2013 a larger one-story 
house, with several rooms for girls 
and boys, a learning class, a room for 
educators, a play zone, a dining room and 
a modern kitchen, bathrooms, laundry 
and boiler room. Until that time, we 
accepted school children, the extension 
of the building allowed us to accept 
children also at a small  kindergarten, 
starting from 1 year of age. We started to 
help single mothers.

From 2009, on the initiative of 
Szymon Molędys from Warsaw and a 
group of indifferent, the Kitchen for the 
poor began to operate, helping lonely 
people, especially in old age. Since then, 
it produces around 3,500 dinners a year.

 At present, the house of Saint Martin 
permanently accepts eight people, children 
who were brought up with us, and are currently 
looking for suitable housing and work in our city 
or area.

The history of our country has its bloody 
pages. That made us to think about new service. 
Since 2016, we have been regularly supporting 

the Christian Emergency Service (Christian 
Emergency Service), welcoming groups of 
children from Donbass who have suffered or 
continue to suffer from military aggression 
by the Russian Federation. We have already 
accepted over 30 groups. In each there were 
naerly 10 children with tutors.

The construction of a larger building 
showed us and our sponsors that we can carry 
out a wider service. Then for the needs of the 



Opening of the Center of St. Marcin’s is a great step in the development of our service. Using 
the help of the Vicariate of Saint Archangel Michael of Dominicans in Ukraine, which gave 
a space for wider activities, the Renovabis, Renovabis, Kindermissionwerk, Förderkreis der 

Begegnung mit Christen des Ostens foundation, was created a place that is now very well known and 
visited in the city. It has become, as well known as a parish church, its visiting card .

The December 16 opening ceremony of the Center took place. Solemn Mass celebrated 
Archbishop Piotr Malczuk together with the clergy of the Kiev-Zhitomir diocese, Dominicans from 
Poland, Fastiv and Kyiv. The ceremony was honored by the presence of the Polish ambassador, 
Henryk Litwin, the president of the city of Fastów, Mr. Netiażuk Mychajło, and representatives of 
charitable foundations from Germany, Switzerland and Poland.

2012 -2015

OPENING OF THE CENTER

House of Saint Martin from the Vicariate 
a huge building with an area of 2500 m2 
was handed over to the Dominicans in 
Fastiv. Such foundations as Renovabis, 
Kindermissionwerk, Förderkreis der 
Begegnung mit Christen des Ostens  
donated the necessary funds to create 
the CENTER OF SAINT MARTIN. Its main 
purpose was to help, support children 
who grow up in the House of St. Marcin, 
children who come from the city and the 
surrounding area, their families, children 
with disabilities, social orphans, single and 
underage mothers, homeless people, large 
families. 



For the needs of children who are gathering, either in a development center or a Catholic school 
or, finally, coming to rehabilitation classes, there are two playgrounds for children in different 
age categories in our Center - a small playground for children from two to four years and a large 

playground for older children. There are also facilities for the recreation of disabled children. We also 

have a minifutball sports field, which is also popular among adults who come to play football after 
classes hours or on weekends. This sports field has sports activities for schools and activities for 
children who are learning to play tennis or basketball.

OUR SERVICE SPORTS AND RECREATION COMPLEX OUR SERVICE
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SPORTS AND RECREATION COMPLEX
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Center  St.Marcin is also attracted to families affected by particularly severe pain - a disease 
that is often incurable for their children. A group of professionals who work under our 
roof allows such sick children to receive comprehensive various therapeutic procedures in 

appropriate rooms, equipped with the necessary devices. Children can use hippotherapy, a horse 
stable is used for this purpose. Our specialists are assisted 
by: ergotherapist, psychologist, masseur, hydro massage 
operator. The dentist also works periodically. We accept 
children with cerebral palsy, motor disabilities, intellectual 
disabilities (autism, Down syndrome), hearing or speech 
disabilities, and rare genetic and metabolic diseases.

Every month, approximately 20-25 children use our 
ministry. According to the program, tailored to the needs 
of each individual, each child undergoes a complex of 
classes, exercises, procedures, without having to go to 
various, often distant, specialized centers. Recently, adults 
are asking us for help.

Our achievement, which we cannot fail to mention, 
is the organization of a class for children with severe 

intellectual disabilities. For children it is help in 
receiving education outside the special center, 
and for parents it is a form of psychological 
patronage - support, also spiritual in carrying such 
a heavy and painful cross - the illness of loved 
ones. The equipment we use (bath tub, salt room, 
sensory room, couchette for massage with a lift 
for the disabled) thanks to the help of the Ministry 
of Foreign Affairs of the Federal Republic of 
Germany. This kind of help is extremely valuable 
(for us healthy people it is not easy to assess it), 
but also expensive. In this case, we cannot count 
only on volunteers to carry such specialists are 
required, whom we invite to cooperate, giving 
monetary reward or offsetting travel costs.

Established in September 2015. During four years, the school operated on the basis of an 
extramural form of teaching at the initiative of parishioners who want to give Catholic education 
to their children. In March 2019, the school received a state license.

All children in the city can attend school, but priority is given to children from difficult families. The 
main goal of the plant is to ensure the overall development of the child, his physical and intellectual 

abilities through upbringing, teaching and 
socialization, forming the necessary good life 
habits.

The school’s mission - comprehensive 
development, religious education, personality 
socialization, so that it is able to live in society, 
in harmony with people and nature. We want 
to bring up in children the desire to explore 
the world, discover the beauty of God’s 
creation in the world and in other people, self-
improvement and an active life position.

Our school as one of the few centers  in 
town has the ability to learn Polish as a foreign 
language for children, starting from the first 
grade.

OUR SERVICE REHABILITATION OUR SERVICE CATHOLIC SCHOOL



OUR SERVICE
 EDUCATION FOR MENTALLY AND PHYSICALLY ILL CHILDREN

In 2019, based on already existing structures: primary school and rehabilitation of disabled 
children, we created a special class for children affected by intellectual and physical  disability. 
This is the most significant step for us in our service. By creating such a class, we help not only 

suffering children, but also their parents and their families, who in our country are brought to the 
grace of fate in the fight against an incurable disease. There are only few centers as ours in Ukraine, 
but amount of disabled children is huge. With God’s help, we will develop this form of help for the 
most vulnerable, excluded  from the community children!
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OUR SERVICE
 EDUCATION FOR MENTALLY AND PHYSICALLY ILL CHILDREN



OUR SERVICE
SOCIAL PROJECT - SAN ANGELO CAFE

The mission of our cafe is to support the center’s charity activities and create new jobs 
for the childrens of the house of St. Martin.

THE FIRST CAFE WAS OPENED IN FASTIW 2015.

IN 2018, WE OPENED A NEW CAFE IN KYIV, WHICH OPERATES 
ON THE SAME PRINCIPLES.
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Among the children who gather in our 
center are disabled children who need 
special care, also parish children, as 

well as those parents who entrust our care. 
Preschoolers are just beginning to explore the 
world around them. Unfortunately for many 
toddlers who we help, this learning comes 
through tears of pain and suffering. Therefore, 
we create a place where, through the right way 
for the child - play, curiosity about what is new 
to him, we help in mastering practical habits. We 
teach how to express his feelings in a dignified 
way so that child teaches not harm others. We 
help children overcome injuries and complexes, 
which, unfortunately, often arise in the lives of 
neglected families. The approach to each child 
is personalistic, helping to bring out the wealth 
of every small person.

We use various methods of early 
development. Various professionals are invited 
for particular categories of children: speech 
therapist, child psychologist, defectologist, 
children can use rehabilitation services 
conducted as a separate segment of our 
Center’s activity. When working with children, 
pedagogues use the following methods: 
elements of the Montesori methodology, 
Finger (writing with fingers), active listening to 
the music of Batia Strauss, G. Doman, fairy tale 
therapy. There are also catechetical meetings 
for the smallest, preparing for the sacraments of 
Christian initiation - confession and communion. 
Classes are conducted daily. 

OUR SERVICE CHILD DEVELOPMENT CENTER
This year we have four groups: one - 

specialist - for disabled children, three others 
are children from three to six years old. 
The development center is equipped with 
playroom, bedrooms, medical office, rooms for 
various types of activities (art, construction, 

painting, experimenting). Children can use 
the workshops, pottery, carpentry, tailoring 
workshop, as well as the so-called green 
chamber or ecological room - a place where 
thermophilic plants are stored for the winter. - 
This is a new element in our work with children, 
it is about raising ecological sensitivity. 
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Since 2016, responding to the needs of 
children from areas affected by the war 
that was started by a neighboring country 

- the Russian Federation - we regularly host 
groups of children. These groups are formed by 
the Christian Rescue Service, which was founded 
on the initiative of secular Catholics in one of 
the Kiev parishes. Volunteer crews, operating 
in the war zone, meet children who have 
experienced horrible times of shelling, death 
of their loved ones, loss of home, friends and 
acquaintances, some of them have witnessed 
gruesome events. They are children wounded 
very deeply by hatred and hostility of adults, 
gunfire and explosions of shooting are everyday 
for them. We help such small inhabitants of our 
country, in whose fate great suffering has been 
written. During the time of cooperation with the 
Christian Emergency Service, we accepted 30 
groups of ten, creating for them all conditions 
for rest, rehabilitation, entertainment for such 
children.

OUR SERVICE
REHABILITATION OF CHILDREN FROM A WAR AREA

In a country where abortion is the norm in dealing with so-called unwanted pregnancies, 
defending the lives of unborn children is often providing shelter to young mothers, psychological 

and housing assistance to young women who dare to give birth. Over the past four years, fifteen 

single mothers, of whom three underage (and about twenty children) have received such help, have 
received appropriate assistance.

OUR SERVICE MOTHER AND CHILDREN’S CENTER
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OUR SERVICE KITCHEN FOR THE NEEDY PEOPLE

This year, thanks to the financial support of our donors, we have 
prepared 3,500 dinners for lonely elderly people.
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Since 2009, there is a tradition of organizing Children’s Day or simply Children’s Day. Every year, 
around June 1, we organize a citywide festival for children and parents, to which we invite all 
residents of the city. Many young people about 100 people from outside the parish come few 

days earlier to help in carrying out the holiday, working in various services. The event usually gather 
about 8,000 people, its a crowd of children and their parents that located in the square in front of the 
church and our Center.

This holiday is to sensitize the community to the needs of children, show that everyone is invited 
to the community of solidarity and mutual help, that we are all obliged to help weak and needy. 
This is largely the mission of the Church, which carries out Christ’s command contained in the words 
«whenever you did this for one of this, the least of my brothers, you did it for me.» Mt 25.40.

OUR SERVICE CHILDREN’S DAY



Evangelization center with eco-farm

Social home for the elderly and hospice

PLANS FOR THE FUTURE
OUR SERVICE

CLOTHES BANK

With the help of the Fastov people’s, we collected and distributed 
over 40 tons of clothing



WE WELCOME TO BE A VOLUNTEER
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WE WELCOME TO BE A VOLUNTEER
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ACCOUNT NUMBER FOR SPONSORS:

Santander
PLN: 02 1090 2851 0000 0001 0580 2728
EUR: 03 1090 2851 0000 0001 0591 8140
KOD SWIFT: WBKPPLPP
with a note:
darowizna na rzecz Domu św. Marcina
Our adress:
Ukraine, Kyivska obl, 
Fastiv, 08500
sq. Zygmunda Kozara 2
http://sanmartin.center
e-mail: dom.marcina@gmail.com
phone: +38 093 580 49 35

ПІДТРИМАЙТЕ НАС: 

Приватний Заклад Освіти
Католицька Школа 
Святого Мартіна де Поррес
Рахунок : 
АТ «Ощадбанк»
UA083226690000026000300693927
Код отримувача - 42595240


